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NATIONAL RESPONSE TEAM (NRT)

• Comprised of 15 federal agencies/departments
• EPA – Chair; USCG – Vice Chair
• National-level planning, policy, and coordinating 

body
• Provides policy advice and national-level assistance 

to the OSC and RRT(s) during a response

Mission: To provide technical assistance, resources and 
coordination on preparedness, planning, and response 
activities for emergencies involving hazardous 
substances, pollutants and contaminants, hazmat, oil, 
weapons of mass destruction in natural and technological 
disasters and other environmental nationally significant 
incidents.
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Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
At the head of the National Response System is the U.S. National Response Team (NRT) - an organization of the 15 Federal departments and agencies that are responsible for coordinating emergency preparedness and response to oil and hazardous substance pollution incidents. 

The Environment Protection Agency (EPA) and the U.S. Coast Guard (USCG) serve as Chair and Vice Chair respectively. 

The NRT meets regularly and has a robust organization of chartered committees and subcommittees preparing response guidance and other resources for the field and reviewing oil and hazmat responses to determine how to improve future responses.

The NRT provides its assistance to the regional and on-scene components of the NRS -- the On-Scene Coordinator and Regional Response Teams.

The NRT and your NRT members are the subject matter experts on national response policy and should be a key resource that Senior Executives in the agency rely on and coordinate with when an oil/hazmat incident is significant enough to warrant participation by your senior leadership.  During significant oil/hazmat incidents, we expect that regional or on-scene components may request the NRT convene to coordinate interagency actions at the Washington DC/HQ level, so we want to be sure that NRT members in each NRT agency are linked to their senior leadership

For briefings within NRT agencies, if possible, be prepared with some examples of past or current NRT activities that are important to the specific agency being briefed.




2027 NRT/RRT ANNUAL MEETING 

• Long Beach, CA  - Week of January 11, 2027*

• Last in-person meeting was in 2024

• Day 1: EPA/USCG only

• Days 2 – 3:  All NRT members and RRTs

We welcome suggested topics.  
*Proposed
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2026 NRT/RRT

• Monthly NRT/RRT meetings 
– Last Thursday of the month @ 1300 Eastern

• First Face-to-Face Monthly NRT/RRT Meeting since Covid
– August 20, 2026*
– @ EPA HQ DC
– Virtual Option 

• Continue to work on business plan tasks and goals.
• Continue to stand ready for activation.
• NRT.org
• Email: fernandez.roger@epa.gov

*Proposed 
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